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GCLA Christmas Party and Meeting

GCLA invites all members and want-to-be-members to our annual
Christmas pot-luck gala, at the Karnack Community Center (behind
the fire department) on December 11 at 6PM. We will provide the
meats and ask that those attending bring a favorite vegetable, side,

On the web: www.gclaoftx.com Donna McCann, Editor
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Weevil Christmas Wish List 2019

Since 2014, Caddo Biocontrol Alliance (CBA), has successfully |
raised salvinia weevils for release on Caddo Lake. This one of a |
kind “grassroots effort” to mass produce salvinia weevils, the only
biological control for giant salvinia, needs your help!

CBA (a 501(c)(3) non-profit) works with local, state and federal
agencies in a collaborative effort to control the growth and spread
of giant salvinia on Caddo Lake. CBA’s workforce consists of many
dedicated and hard-working volunteers, a part-time greenhouse
manager and a part-time project manager.

Funds have been attained to build a much needed second
greenhouse and construction will begin in the next few weeks.

Some of our expenses are covered by grants, special events and |

the sale of weevils to TPWD, but most of what we rely on to keep |
our operation going are donations. We would greatly appreciate

being one of your holiday season donations. Below are some of |

our most pressing needs, broken down by category.
eNew pump to supply lake water to both greenhouses $2000
eLumber to build tanks in new greenhouse $2500
eRubber liners for new tanks $5,000
eMicroscope with photography capabilities $700
eLawn mower and Weed eater $700

Donations may be sent to:
Caddo Biocontrol Alliance
P.O. Box 79

Karnack, TX 75661

or dessert to share.

The Legend of Caddo’s Birth
CADDO'S BIRTH

The Indiul Iogud of the For-
watior’ of Caddo Lake.

Featured in the

Marshall Evening Messenger
February 25, 1893
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with & wilted dispirited alr, like the
branches from which they sprung
| were enecvated by the oppressive at-|
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sgoried wuffoented into stilloess. In
sympathy with the rest of nature, u|
man el in the conventional fringed |
bockskin of the frontier hantsmsn, |
rewted his long barrelled rifle unnn‘l
the many snake lke roota of u conven- |
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length upon the short, sun-dried grass, ‘
He had bardly settled hlmself com- |
fortably befure he yiolded to the in-|
fluence of his surroundings and sank
into beavy slumber.
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Any fool can destroy trees.
They cannot run away.
— John Muir
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geckopc@gmail.com
www.geckopestcantrol.com

Sachihiko Ono Murata, A Caddo Legend

From a memorial by John Andrew Prime

Known to Caddo Lake locals as "George the Jap," Sachihiko Ono
Murata left Japan as a youth, stealing aboard a U.S. Navy ship
under the command of Admiral George Brown. He served as
Brown's chef for several tours in the Pacific Fleet, but when
Brown retired, he settled first in New Orleans.

However, he still had the urge to wander, and he traveled up the
Mississippi and Red Rivers until stopping in Caddo Parish in the
1905-1910 time period. He finally settled on the north shore of
Caddo Lake, just on the Texas side, where his ability to cook and
lead fishing expeditions made him a favorite of both the Caddo
Parish, La., and Harrison/Marion Counties, Texas, authorities.

The Caddo Lake water level declined after the US Army Corps of
Engineers began blocking distributaries of the Red River feeding
into the lake in the late 1800s, creating less lake and more swamp
and mud flats. Mr. Murata discovered pearl-bearing mussels in the
mud in the early 1900s and started a sensation when a couple of
the pearls were appraised for hundreds of dollars. Many local
people joined the pearl hunting craze until the first dam raised the
water level of the lake, destroying the ideal habitat for the
mussels.

When World War Il began, long-time Japanese immigrants
became the victims of unfounded suspicion while we were at war
with their country of birth. Many Japanese-Americans were
rounded up and placed in interment camps, and the FBI began
searching for Mr. Murata.

Caddo Parish deputies and Texas law officers, reportedly under
the direction of Texan T J "Cap" Taylor, Lady Bird Johnson's
father, protected Mr. Murata from the federal agents, promising
his good behavior, and the gentleman was able to lead a peaceful
and undisturbed life until his death in 1946, just after the war
ended.

Sachihiko Ono “George” Murata was buried in the Core Cemetery

| just west of Gray in Marion County by those he loved and who

loved him, in a country he came to know and love as his own.
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The dull ped sun hung Jow over tl»:
| wood-bound  hortson,  resting  Just
nhove o wass of sigry loking hinek
olouds,  1tn subdoed  rays  falling
through the haxy stmosphere and
changing the shadows slang the mar-
rin of the Iake from & soft groy fo that
strangs combination of grey and blue
thiat gives to all 1t toches & ghastly
i)t JTok, feful brooss eame ln gusts
from the water, and mwade tho plies
deepor in the wood wall and aigh, by
fite andd starts, like penltont ghosts
In hopelews agony. Par oul on the
waler long swells ross and foll, like
human possions long pont up, wlrog.
gling consclesaly to be free, Over the
white sands of the beach the moving ||
[Ml of water gurghed and hiusod, nn |

jl

I aod out, The muan opened his eyos
luzbly, gave one sturtded ook st his
| surroundings sml rose hastlly to hin!
fovt. 111 rifle's stock grated againet ||
the hollow soanding roots as bhe ralsed |
I, muusing & well grown fawn o)
spring bwck from the wator's edge,
whore It had been  quenehing Its
Ahlend, and start aceoss the open be
twoons the water anil the wood to pain
the friendly cover of [t shadow, Not ||
(ulekor than the veteran hunter's |
practiood wyes wore Its movemeonts. | |
Hapldly mixing the riflo to his shoul-
dor, bo slmed 18 tusstily and prossed
the triggee. A red fwsh went up
from tha powder pan where the spark |
feom the Diot struck, & long  fame
aprang from the mueele, the herald of
the report that followed, alid the fawn
pltchiod  forward,  wponbing  frothy
Dlood feom (e mouth sad nosteile, A
fow convalsod quivers w it sy on s
sldda, sl the forest trugody was eoin.
plote,

A he beat over ks game, knife In
hand, & gront of antisfotion close at
hls slele cuntsod Jilen o tirn guilokdy
aroand, Before him, hls many oolor-
od blanket wrapped elosoly around
b, whood o Caddo Todian, with s
plomesd grin oo his age drawn sod
welnkled visge, The long  eagle
fwathoos lu s vonrse hiack holr and
the quantity of wsmpom  pendent
from Wis ahriveled neok showed him
oleurly W be & man of importance o
hiw tribe

The hunver greoted him 1o the Cad-
do tongpue, whioh he had mastored
during & stay of two yours tn the
wilde of Nt Toxan, onforond by the
wlow strengthontog, from o lang ne-
gloot, of n broken log.  The Todian re
[ phhent with anusdnl volubliity, and
Tondod hinspeesh with wn fnvitation
|1 the lunter (o come with Bim o his
lidge, near by, for abelter from the
" raplily wpprowihing storm, The prof.
1| ered hospliality wia gladly secegitod,
nodl logother they hore the game to
the wigwam, sectro In the honvy thine
bor alike from oold, wind and rain,
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T While the Indinh's daughter was
plactng the hok verileon sieaks and
stonmiing sofkey, served Jn the burned
Hulay pottery of the Caddo's, npon (e
Wovnn cane atting, thal sreved fur &
talide, the prest bnd deawn from his
wonther worn havwessek of hoavy
hale ooated Duckakin o well Alled
Noak of
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Indian
o b0 mean that his tribe was older than
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| hanter atul (rnder heard 15, we Sl
[sure thut oar readers will be more
| than satisfled with the result

l THE INDIAN'S NTORY,
“The new woon in this month has
lotg been the sonson for the Caddos

hold their sun dance, Tt s the tme | |
le the sun god Is pregering for hia | |
Journey to the far North, and ogr peo- | |

| plo hold thelr great danco o s him

chief, Otto-Wako, Water, when
the sun dunce s over, aod the mooo
wimen for our hraves to prepare for
thelr hunt on the northern shore, sn-
other dance has boon held.  At-Wa.
ho-Musna (the dance of the Mothor of
Wiaters) In what It s ealled. Then
the women gash thelr arms  and
breasts with the flint kolves, and
danee nround the sea flsh bone foe two

narthern shore for thelr bhraves from
the Mother of Walars.

“The sun god went oo his Jurney
1o the Nocth, returned and Journeyod
to the Bouth many times, The Cad-
dom dancod the great san dance sach
e, Then the braves went husbing
W the north, and returned with many
boars and door,

“Then a young chlef from the fur

wifoly off.  Sinee the thae of the great | |

mwosns, 10 galn & safe relom fron the|

Fouth came among the Caddos. He

tlove.  Mis hatehet was hacder and
kooner than sny of ours, and his wide
apear win white and clear like wator,
Mo taight our women sod old men
huw (o wenve the bear's Joug halr into
blabkets, aud how o beadd Inte par
metils the fenthors of birds,  Hixmed-
icive mado wones
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And into the woods I go, to lose my mind and find my soul. — John Muir
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SN New zave the s fab et b
Kapived, andhe phaced it in the Marth,
Thens be daseed arvand M for three
moone, With many sgne and incanta.

JUene,  Them the thander pud growled

botder, ol ke duy prow dark
Winds bew florwwly throagt

et and fell, threwing down the

“Whett the enrth was still, aoud the

|| van catne back again, all tefiaw ae wae

the water, the water of the heont
lake.

e Wabs and s hoaves never
oatee beck Bruen the Noeth. froco hant-
Ingg s mowd dewe.  When Lo suts gl
[Journeys to the North ihe hraves o
10 the Norih sharv, » bt the Water-
Mothet's danee v fAnlshed. Two
oy they hunt for (Mto-Wale snd
the benoew, who wend with ki whes
e Muthor of e Waters bruught
forth oer ehlhd, Lake Cadida”

“1 have haro the sa fols bove, giv.|
ot b0 xve by mry father, 18 ks glven o
he women: when they danow the
dunon of Wabo-Mama, " |
The obd Lavtinn conand spenking. In |
valn U buster comsnd hisa te tell |
D e of X oe-New, amnd aid |

[l Bvent the potest “firs water” sould |

ndwew lien b tel] mothing farther. Me |
Dt apoken, and (b utmost thet he'
woukbd prostrise war to el u--—-'
aboat W4 geople sstber time when
bth were wot Wo tired. What ihe
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Bl beed of skine, sod was sinking inte!
Wi wasal dewp wod dreamioss ooy,
be fatiwied be beard the  [ndisn's)
Guughter chanting siowly 10 hersell
Lhe retram of the mxoconans g of
e AVEWabes Mamma, whoelt he Lad |
o aften heard the women of the Cnd- |
Bos wing at their grest dapee. Sillow. |
g that of IHE Baen b Ll sun £,
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KEEP CADDO LAKE NATURAL!
Join GCLA

Dues are only $10.00 per person per year. This includes membership in The Greater Caddo Lake
Association of Texas, plus you will receive our newsletters which are printed on a semi-regular basis;
more often if needed. There is no better way to keep up with the issues that concern the lake.

Name:

Address

City State Zip
Email* Telephone ( )-
Additional Names

Amount Enclosed ( $10.00)*(number of members)
New Members: Renewals: Number of Years:

Make checks payable to GCLA of Texas Mail to GCLA of Texas. P.O. Box 339, Karnack TX, 75661

Please check the date printed above your name and address - it shows when your

membership expires. If you are past due, this may be your last newsletter!

*Your email address is voluntary. It will only be used to keep you informed of developments on the lake. It will not be given or sold to anyone.
We will send one newsletter per address, unless otherwise instructed. This allows us to mail copies to our politicians and
government entities to let them know how we feel on the issues!
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