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GCLA Christmas Party and Meeting
GCLA invites all members and want-to-be-members to our annual
Christmas pot-luck gala, at the Karnack Community Center (behind
the fire department) on December 11 at 6PM. We will provide the
meats and ask that those attending bring a favorite vegetable, side,
or dessert to share.

Weevil Christmas Wish List 2019

The Legend of Caddo’s Birth

Since 2014, Caddo Biocontrol Alliance (CBA), has successfully
raised salvinia weevils for release on Caddo Lake. This one of a
kind “grassroots effort” to mass produce salvinia weevils, the only
biological control for giant salvinia, needs your help!

Featured in the

Marshall Evening Messenger
February 25, 1893

CBA (a 501(c)(3) non-profit) works with local, state and federal
agencies in a collaborative effort to control the growth and spread
of giant salvinia on Caddo Lake. CBA’s workforce consists of many
dedicated and hard-working volunteers, a part-time greenhouse
manager and a part-time project manager.
Funds have been attained to build a much needed second
greenhouse and construction will begin in the next few weeks.
Some of our expenses are covered by grants, special events and
the sale of weevils to TPWD, but most of what we rely on to keep
our operation going are donations. We would greatly appreciate
being one of your holiday season donations. Below are some of
our most pressing needs, broken down by category.

New pump to supply lake water to both greenhouses $2000
Lumber to build tanks in new greenhouse $2500
Rubber liners for new tanks $5,000
Microscope with photography capabilities $700
Lawn mower and Weed eater $700
Donations may be sent to:
Caddo Biocontrol Alliance
P.O. Box 79
Karnack, TX 75661
Continued on page 3
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Any fool can destroy trees.
They cannot run away.
― John Muir

Sachihiko Ono Murata, A Caddo Legend
From a memorial by John Andrew Prime
Known to Caddo Lake locals as "George the Jap," Sachihiko Ono
Murata left Japan as a youth, stealing aboard a U.S. Navy ship
under the command of Admiral George Brown. He served as
Brown's chef for several tours in the Pacific Fleet, but when
Brown retired, he settled first in New Orleans.
However, he still had the urge to wander, and he traveled up the
Mississippi and Red Rivers until stopping in Caddo Parish in the
1905-1910 time period. He finally settled on the north shore of
Caddo Lake, just on the Texas side, where his ability to cook and
lead fishing expeditions made him a favorite of both the Caddo
Parish, La., and Harrison/Marion Counties, Texas, authorities.
The Caddo Lake water level declined after the US Army Corps of
Engineers began blocking distributaries of the Red River feeding
into the lake in the late 1800s, creating less lake and more swamp
and mud flats. Mr. Murata discovered pearl-bearing mussels in the
mud in the early 1900s and started a sensation when a couple of
the pearls were appraised for hundreds of dollars. Many local
people joined the pearl hunting craze until the first dam raised the
water level of the lake, destroying the ideal habitat for the
mussels.
When World War II began, long-time Japanese immigrants
became the victims of unfounded suspicion while we were at war
with their country of birth. Many Japanese-Americans were
rounded up and placed in interment camps, and the FBI began
searching for Mr. Murata.
Caddo Parish deputies and Texas law officers, reportedly under
the direction of Texan T J "Cap" Taylor, Lady Bird Johnson's
father, protected Mr. Murata from the federal agents, promising
his good behavior, and the gentleman was able to lead a peaceful
and undisturbed life until his death in 1946, just after the war
ended.
Sachihiko Ono “George” Murata was buried in the Core Cemetery
just west of Gray in Marion County by those he loved and who
loved him, in a country he came to know and love as his own.
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And into the woods I go, to lose my mind and find my soul. ― John Muir
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KEEP CADDO LAKE NATURAL!
Join GCLA
Dues are only $10.00 per person per year. This includes membership in The Greater Caddo Lake
Association of Texas, plus you will receive our newsletters which are printed on a semi-regular basis;
more often if needed. There is no better way to keep up with the issues that concern the lake.
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________
City__________________________________________ State_
Zip
Email*______________________________________________________ Telephone (
)-___________________
Additional Names __________________________________________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed_______________________________ ( $10.00)*(number of members)
New Members: ___________________ Renewals:
Number of Years:__________________
Make checks payable to GCLA of Texas

Mail to GCLA of Texas. P.O. Box 339, Karnack TX, 75661

Please check the date printed above your name and address - it shows when your
membership expires. If you are past due, this may be your last newsletter!
*Your email address is voluntary. It will only be used to keep you informed of developments on the lake. It will not be given or sold to anyone.

We will send one newsletter per address, unless otherwise instructed. This allows us to mail copies to our politicians and
government entities to let them know how we feel on the issues!

Greater Caddo Lake Association of Texas
P.O. Box 339
Karnack, TX 75661
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